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Many will remember the florist’s shop of Thomas Hogg and Son, which stood in Mulgrave Road, 

opposite Sutton Station, from about 1992 to 2011. They had a nursery at Buckland, on the A25 near 

Reigate, whose website today claims that they are 6th-generation Hoggs. Following the generations 

from the 19th to the 21st century could open up little-known aspects of Sutton’s history. 

Thomas was born on 24 May 1834 in the small town of Dollar near Stirling in Scotland.1 He was 

brought up there, and by the age of 16 he was a gardener’s apprentice, about to set out on a 

successful career.2 At the age of 21 he was working as a gardener in Tynemouth, Northumberland.3 

1859 was a big year in his life; on 15 May he married Mary Louisa Roake, a year his junior, in 

Shoreditch, north-east London.4 Mary was from Ottershaw (a small village near Chertsey),5 so how 

they met, and why they were married in Shoreditch, is a puzzle. Perhaps they had both been in 

service in the same house in that area, he as a gardener and she as a housemaid, and had met there 

and decided to marry. What is clear is that their first child, Thomas Adam, was born later that year, 

in the Chertsey district,6 presumably in Ottershaw where Mary’s parents lived. A large family 

followed: Richard John (b. 1861),7 Robert Henry (b. 1862),8 Eva (b. 1863),9 Janet (b. 1866),10 Andrew 

(b. 1870),11 Ellen (b. 1875),12 and John (b. 1878).13 In 1861 Thomas, Mary, and the first two children 

were living in Main Road, Sutton (presumably the High Street, as it included Sutton station), and 

Thomas was working as a gardener.14 In 1865 Thomas founded the firm of Thomas Hogg & Son 

(rather optimistically, as his oldest son was only 6!).15 In 1869 Thomas worked as a gardener to John 

Ruck of Sutton Court in Carshalton Road.16 John Ruck was a wine merchant from London, who came 

to Sutton before 1851,17 retired in 1875, ‘leaving the neighbourhood’,18 probably moving to 

Cornwall,19and died in 1888.20 His grave can be seen in St Nicholas’ churchyard. 

 

 The grave of John Ruck in St Nicholas churchyard (photo by the author). 
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Thomas later went to work for Henry Potter’s nursery in Benhill Street (which occupied the eastern 

end of the south side of the street), where by 1876 he was manager of the nursery, known as Mid-

Surrey Nurseries, with a staff of about 20 men, and lived at Flint Cottage, the last house on this side 

of Benhill Street.21 

He was still there when Henry died in January 1884,22 and appears to have taken over both the 

nursery and a retail outlet in Sutton High Street, next to the station.23 Soon after, Mid-Surrey 

Nurseries moved to a nearby site, south of Manor Lane and occupying the block between Warwick 

and Myrtle Roads,24 where it remained until at least 1955.25 Henry had suffered a long illness before 

he died,26 and may have been planning the move. Thomas lived at Mid-Surrey Nurseries, Manor 

Lane, until he died in 1907.27 

To follow the line of descent, one has to follow the careers of Thomas’ and Mary’s children. Thomas 

Adam followed his father’s footsteps to became a gardener.28 He married Fanny Emmett in 

Carshalton in March 1876,29 living first in Warwick Road30 and then Morland Road,31 before moving 

away to Oxfordshire by 1894.32 This raises the question of ‘why Carshalton?’ when Thomas Adam 

was from Sutton and Fanny was last recorded in the Cookham district. Perhaps, like Mary, she had 

moved away to seek employment. Another question comes from their marriage certificate, which 

gives her age as 21 and his as 20 – as he was born in 1859, he must have been aged 16. They had 

 

An advertisement for Henry Potter’s nursery and shop (from Church’s Directory for 1880) 
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Map showing the locations of the old (light green) and new (dark green) nurseries  

(Based on the OS six-inch map of 1914) 

 

three children: Mary A. (or Annie) (b. 1876),33 Thomas Richard (b. 1878)34 and Albert Edward (b. 

1889).35 They were back in Croydon by 1901,36 where Thomas Adam ran his own nursery and died in 

1934.37 Richard John stayed in Sutton (Myrtle Road, next door to the nursery) as a carpenter and 

joiner.38 He married Ann Elizabeth Potton in Sutton in 1885.39 They had four children: Richard (b. 

1886),40 Frederic (b. 1888),41 Elsie (b.1890),42 and Frank (b. 1892).43 He died in 1915, still at Myrtle 

Road.44 Robert also remained in Sutton, starting and ending as a butcher, but with a long interlude 

as a commercial traveller.45 He married Hannah May Farrow in 1883.46 They had four children: 

Walter (b. 1885),47 Marion Elizabeth (b. 1888,48 who died in 1896),49 Evelyn (or Eva) (b. 1892),50 and 

Jeanie Marguerite (b.1895).51 Eva married a cousin (Henry Roake)  in 189852 and went to live in 

Ottershaw,53 but died back at The Nursery, Manor Lane, in 1928.54 Janet lived with her parents until 

at least 1911,55 never married, and died at The Nursery in 1935.56 Andrew married Lilian Rolfe in 

1897;57 they appear to have had only one child: Gordon Andrew (b. 1898).58 They lived at 7 (and 

later at 5) The Promenade, Sutton High Street (between St Nicholas Road and Church Street) until 

1925.59 Andrew died at Camborne Road in 1932.60 Helen Frances (baptised Ellen)61 never married, 

and lived all her life at The Nursery, 56 Manor Lane,62 although in 1939 she was living with her 

brother John and his wife Isabella (see below) at 66 Warwick Road.63 Her career varied within the 

business: in 1911 she was a book-keeper at the nurseries,64 while in 1939 she was manageress of a 

florist’s shop, presumably in the High Street.65 She died in 1968.66 Finally, John, who started his 

working life as a plumber,67 and married Isabella Sarah Dyer in Sutton in 1905, when he was living at 

117 Sutton High Street.68 A change of career saw him as chauffeur to the Holman family at Benfleet 

Hall (living in The Lodge there)69 and by 1939 he described himself as a retired motor engineer.70 

They too appear to have had only one child: Marie Louise (b. 1910),71 who was living with Helen, 

John and Isabella in 1939, working as a ledger clerk under the married name of Nicholson.72 
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56 Manor Lane as it stands in 2023 (photo by the author) 

 

After the move to Manor Lane in about 1886,73 Mid-Surrey Nurseries flourished under management 

of first Thomas and then Mary until she died in 1915.74 Their daughter Helen Frances ran it until at 

least 1933,75 but by 1939 she was living nearby in Warwick Road and managing the florist’s shop.76 

Their son Andrew ran ‘Mid-Surrey Nurseries and Hogg, Thos and Son, nurserymen, seedsmen and 

florists’ until about 1927, when his son Gordon Andrew took over.77 When Sutton High Street was 

renumbered around 1928, the shop became known as 91 High Street.78 Andrew died in Camborne 

Road in 1932.79 Gordon Andrew died in 1987 (aged 99!) near Worthing,80 having been succeeded by 

his son Michael Gordon (b. 1929)81 who was still a major shareholder in 2022,82 although probably 

long since retired. He had married Janet Moore in 1955,83 and their son David (b. 1962), who is also a 

major shareholder, appears to have taken over from him.84 From 1931 to 1954 Hogg, T. & Son had 

advertised their premises as ‘91 High Street and The Nurseries, Manor Lane’, adding ‘and landscape 

gardener’ to their title from 1939.85 

The old nursery site in Benhill Avenue/Street had been built over by 1910 or earlier;86 the new 

nursery in Manor Lane is still shown on the Ordnance Survey map of 1955, but is now part of the 

playing fields for Manor Park Primary School (later Manor Park Primary Academy).87 The florist’s 

shop relocated to the Times Square (later Times 2, then Times Square again) shopping centre on the 

High Street from at least 1986 to 1992, when it moved to 22 Mulgrave Road.88 There is remained 

until 2011, when it re-joined the nursery side of the company, which by then had relocated to 

become the Buckland Nursery in Reigate Road, Buckland (better known as the A25) near Reigate, 

where it remains to this day.89 We can see the family tree running from father to son (with one 

exception) through the generations: Thomas, Mary (his widow), Andrew, Gordon, Michael and 

David. 
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